Jaw clonus frequency does not support hypothesis of peripheral mechanism of self-re-excitation.
Jaw clonus is an uncommon pathological reflex thought to indicate corticospinal tract dysfunction above the Vth cranial nerve. It is useful as a sign of upper motor neuron dysfunction above the spinal cord. One theory of self excitation posits an inverse and linear relationship between clonus frequency and the length of the reflex arc, to explain the higher frequency of clonus in the ankles than the wrist. Only two previous cases of jaw clonus have been published. One of these plus the present case suggest that an inverse and linear relationship is not correct.